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The Michiana Parrot-Graph

From Your Phlockin’ Leader...

Welcome, Welcome, All to the first ever
edition of the Michiana Parrot-Graph!!!
We are so pleased to have a club news-
letter - HUGE kudos to Marianne and
Chris Robben for getting this virgin news-
letter out of the computer and off the
ground! Great job, kids!

About two years ago, | had a wacky idea
(little did | know then HOW wacky). As
many of us have done in the past, | de-
cided to see if there was a Parrot Head
Club near the South Bend area. Well,
there wasn't, but Bob Heffelfinger (gotta
love that namel!) who is the membership
director for PHIP, asked me if | would be
interested in starting one because he had
had LOTS of inquiries from this area
about a local Parrot Head Club. Well, silly
me said, “Sure”! And, here we are a little
over a year and half later with over 100

Actually, | really wasn't THAT silly! Look at
all the incredible people we have all
met...many of us have become great
friends and we have done absolutely
amazing things for our community. Last
year, we raised over $7,700 for local,
national, and international charities. We
donated over 600 man/woman hours to
local organizations who benefited greatly
from everyone’s hard work. This year, we

MOTM Update

Just a reminder that registration for Meet-
ing of the Minds is filling up fast. Regis-
tration closes at 3500 participants, or on
September 24th, whichever comes first.
As of June 3, 2600 members have regis-
tered. Since the announcement that
Jerry Jeff Walker will be playing at MOTM
this year, registrations have picked up
rapidly. According to Carey Bert, who
should know, the appearance of Jerry
Jeff Walker at MOTM is a VERY BIG DEAL!

are on a pace to beat last year’s donation
amounts. You all are truly “Angels in
Tropical Shirts” and | am so, so proud to
call myself a “Parrot Head in Michiana”.

But, we can’t rest on our laurels...or plastic
asses! (You KNEW | would have to sneak
that in somewherell) We have events
coming up to raise more money for chari-
ties, donate hours, walk in various walks,
and just generally get our name out there
so all those closet Parrot Heads in Michi-
ana will come forth and join us. This club
depends totally on everyone’s involve-
ment. We try to plan all kinds of events...
keet-friendly, adult only, charitable, so-
cial...to try to get as many people involved
as possible. We honestly do work our
(plastic) asses off trying all kinds of new
things to attract all y’all. Some work and
some don't, but hey, you can’t say we
don't give it the old Domino College try!!!

There are three convenient ways to keep
on top of what is happening in your club:

Our website is a fabulous way for you to
keep up-to-date on current and upcom-
ing club events. Chris Robben, our web-
master, does a wonderful job of keeping
things posted for you. Please be sure to
check it every once in a while to see what
is going on and to laugh your (plastic) ass

At least 10 of our Parrot Heads have
made arrangements to go down to Key
West and party with Parrot Heads from all
over the country. If you have never been
to MOTM and want to know more, talk
to Carey and Lil Bert, Jan and Darrell
Womack, the Ernspergers, the Blocks, the
Hamiltons, the Peeks, the Bouldreys, or
Kelly Krupa. To avoid disappointment,
register ASAP by contacting Eva DeWalt
at http://www.phip.com/MOTM.asp.
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off at some of the photos we have
there...aahhhh...to think they can be
viewed by anyone in the entire world!

Emails...and LOTS of ‘em!!! (If you only
knew how many you DON'T get!!l) Please
be sure we have your correct email ad-
dress, because you don’'t want to miss any
of the important information that comes
your way.

Now that our club newsletter is up and
running, you should be getting one about
once a quarter or so. Remember, we oper-
ate on “Island Time”, so once every other
month, once a quarter, and once every six
months, might all be the samellll | person-
ally think that the arrival of your Michiana
Parrot-Graph should be a reason to cele-
brate with a beer or margarita...or what-
ever is your cocktail of choice. Sit back,
have a boat drink, relax, and read your
newsletter...doesn’t that sound great??!!

Well, that's all for this issue. I'm still work-
ing on my theory about the United States
Congress and plastic asses, so you can
look forward to the next newsletter for
that tidbit of information. Until then....FINS

—Jan

Welcome, New Members!

Raise a beer or a margarita and salute the
following new members of the phlock!

Tripp Bradford

Jeff and Dawn Name

Jeff and Thuy Givens

Mary Hatton

Terry and Janice O’Connor
Joseph and Nancy Nagy
Bill Toth

Kelly Foster

Steve Traphagan

Michael and Judith Futa
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Service Events

Northern Indiana Food Bank

The Food Bank of Northern Indiana is very,
very appreciative of the 1,728 pounds of
food and $250 in cash donations collected
by our club at Martin’s Supermarket on
April 29th. Their shelves were almost bare.
Our efforts yielded four large skids of food
and paper products to help feed needy
members of our community. Thanks to all
members of the phlock who turned out on
that chilly day! Thanks also to Channel 22,
which gave us some great television
coverage. We had live stories broadcast
and interviews during the morning, and
additional coverage on Saturday night,
Sunday and Monday morning.

Buffet Night at Between the Buns

Our May 21st bizness meeting was rather
sparsely attended, perhaps due to the num-
ber of hung over Parrot Heads who at-
tended Buffet Night at Between the Buns in
Osceola the night before. The club held a
fundraiser for the Down Syndrome Family
Support and Advocacy Group. Carey Bert,
our Treasurer, reports that the gross re-
ceipts for the evening came to approxi-
mately $1,900.00, minus the cost of ex-
penses to Between the Buns. A multitude
of blinkies, leis, coconut bras, t-shirts, and
Naked Parrot shots were sold. A special
thanks go to shy, reserved Mike Johnson
for hawking Buns t-shirts for most of the
night, and also to quiet, unobtrusive Vicki
Fraling for single-handedly raising $400.00
by selling Naked Parrot shots. Guests had a
great time playing “Roll in the Hole”, “Phins
Up”, and the ever-popular “Lime in the Co-
conut”. Captain Morgan was in atten-
dance, and spent a good deal of his time
trying to track down Chalee Ehas and Kelly
Krupa. The Caribbean Blue band was
phantastic, and according to Carey Bert,
who should know, the Down Syndrome
people were impressed with our ability to

party.
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Sunburst Marathon \Water Station ) . .
water station quenching the thirst of mara-

thoners as they approached the 14 mile
mark, and again as they passed the 19 mile
mark. Armed with grass skirts, leis, decora-
tions, Brian Sharkey’s EZ POP tent ,(thanks,
Brian), Mike Bouldrey’s CD player (thanks,
Mike), and lots of enthusiasm, we passed
out gallons of Gatorade and water to
thirsty runners. We cheered them on as
they hit “the wall”. And when it was all
over, we handed out cups of water to
thirsty passers-by caught in traffic along the
marathon route! Mike Johnson did the
“festive moron” dance, and we all had a
phun time calling attention to ourselves.
Definitely worth getting up for at 5:30 on a
Saturday morning!

Overheard at Water Station #11 of the
Sunburst Marathon:

“Anyone want Gatorade from a man in a
grass skirt?”

“Nice hand-offl”

“Best water station of the race.”
“I'm a festive moron.”

“Who are you people, anyway?”

If you missed this event, too bad. It was a
phlockin” good time. Our club manned a

Do you have feelings of inadequacy? Do you suffer from shyness? Do you some-
times wish you were more assertive? If you answered yes to any of these ques-
tions, ask your doctor or pharmacist about Tequila®.

Tequila® is the safe, natural way to feel better and more confident about yourself
and your actions. Tequila® can help ease you out of your shyness and let you tell
the world that you're ready and willing to do just about anything.

You will notice the benefits of Tequila® almost immediately, and with a regimen
of regular doses you can overcome any obstacles that prevent you from living the
life you want to live. Shyness and awkwardness will be a thing of the past, and
you will discover many talents you never knew you had. Stop hiding and start
living, with Tequila®.

Tequila® may not be right for everyone. Women who are pregnant or nursing
should not use Tequila®. However, women who wouldn’'t mind nursing or becom-
ing pregnant are encouraged to try it.

Side effects may include dizziness, nausea, vomiting, incarceration, erotic lustful-
ness, loss of motor control, loss of clothing, loss of money, loss of virginity, delu-
sions of grandeur, table dancing, headache, dehydration, dry mouth, and a desire
to sing Karaoke and play all-night rounds of Strip Poker, Truth Or Dare, and Na-
ked Twister.

Tequila®. Leave Shyness Behind.(tm)

This from Alex Leist of PHiP, Inc.: We have awesome national AVIS rates offered to anyone who wants to
use them. They are special Parrot Head rates, but they are good for anytime and to anyone you would
like to pass the rates onto. Avis helps us out in Key West and that defers some costs of the convention,
which means more money to go to charity. If you are going to renta car. .. Please check the special
rates offered to all of us. To get the special rates, you’ll need to call 800-831-8000 and give the AVIS
representative the following number: AWD K199476. You can also make a reservation online by going
to our MOTM web site at www.phip.com/motm and clicking on the AVIS button on the left hand side of
the web page. Each time you or someone you know uses our code, it saves us money and translates into
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Upcoming Social Events

Phirst Phriday Phlocking

Anybody want to dance the Time Warp?
Or Greased Lightning? Anybody want to
see Brian dance the Russian dance to
“Those Were the Days” again? Or how
about just drinking yourself silly and sing-
ing Jimmy Buffett songs really, really loud?

Our next Phirst Phriday Phlocking will be
July 7th at Rum Runners, in the 100 Cen-
ter. This will be a luau party, so please
dress in luau attire. You must arrive be-
tween 6 and 8 pm to get your cover
charge waived and take advantage of the
free appetizer buffet. At the door, tell
them you are with the Parrot Heads.

Rum Runners is requesting a head count,
so please RSVP to Chris and Marianne
Robben at chris@therobbens.com or call
(574)340-4606 and leave a message.

Hope to see you therel

If You're Going to the Indy Concert ...

On August 8, PHINdy wiill be hosting a
Buffett concert day pre-party and bus trip.
It will be held at the Best Western Castle-
ton Hotel. Don Middlebrook will perform.
There will be food and various activities
and prizes.

PHINdy has blocked off a group of rooms
at the reduced rate of $66 plus tax. If you
want one of these rooms, you must book
by July 8. Reservations are under the
name of the Indianapolis Parrot Head
Club.

There are two packages:

Package one includes the pre-party, with
food and entertainment, and the bus ride
for $40.00

Package two is the pre-party only. You
must provide your own transportation to
and from the concert. The price is $25.00.

Visit the PHINdy club web site at
www.phindyphc.com to sign up.

—Jim Kirk, President, PHINdy PHC

Cruise to St. Somewhere

Registration is underway for the 2007
Cruise to St. Somewhere sponsored by the
Atlanta PHC. This cruise, on the Carnival
Legend, will depart Ft. Lauderdale on
March 16 and visit St. Maarten, St. Lucia,
and St. Kitts, returning to Florida on March
24. There will be a great lineup of Parrot
Head entertainment and activities. This
cruise is booking up fast, but has a waiting
list. (Typically, the cancellation rate is 16-
19%.)

The Atlanta PHC is also holding a raffle for
a Private Balcony Stateroom for two, includ-
ing taxes and fees. They will sell a maxi-
mum of 250 tickets, and the proceeds will
go to the Atlanta PHC's “Fight Against
Breast Cancer.” Tickets are $50 each, and
the drawing will be on December 9, 2006.

For more details, check the website at
ww.parrotheadcruise.com.

Road Trip!

We are planning a road trip to Saugatuck,
Michigan to see one of our favorite people,
Don Middlebrook! The event will take place
on August 12, 2006. A bus will leave at
10:00 am filled with Parrot Heads, are arrive
in the beautiful waterfront town of Sauga-
tuck around noon. Don Middlebrook will be
performing between 2 and 6 at Butler Deck,
an outdoor patio on the water. There will
be plenty of lawn area to spread a blanket.
(No alcohol on the lawn, though.) Our bus
will depart Saugatuck around 7 pm, and
return home around 9:00. And Carey Bert,
who should know, says that Saugatuck is
filled with shops, restaurants and drinking
establishments where you can spend your
time and money before the concert. Cost is
$20.00 per person. Non-Parrot Heads are
also welcome, at a cost of $25.00. This in-
cludes transportation, the company of 48
other Parrot Heads, and perhaps a boat
drink or two. The bus is a nice one, with
reclining seats, DVD, VCR and CD. Space is
limited to 49 people.

Contact Carey Bert if you are interested in
going. Make checks payable to Parrot Heads
in Michiana, and mail to 56755 Wedgewood
Court, Elkhart, Indiana 46516.
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Live by the Lake

On July 8th, the Central lllinois Parrot
Head Club is sponsoring the 8th Annual
Live by the Lake concert, featuring The
Boat Drunks, along with special guests
Amy Lee and Doyle Grisham, members of
Jimmy Buffett's Coral Reefer Band. Pro-
ceeds will benefit Easter Seals. The con-
cert will be in Bloomington, lllinois.
(According to Carey Bert, who ought to
know, the Boat Drunks will be perform-
ing at Simeri’s in South Bend in August as
well.)

Gates open at 4 pm, and food and bever-
ages will be available for purchase. Tick-
ets are $10in advance and $15 on the
day of the show, and can be purchased
from any Central lllinois PHC member or
by calling 888-218-8225. The Doubletree
Hotel in Bloomington is offering special
rates of $89 a night plus breakfast and a
shuttle to and from events. Call Double-
tree at 309-664-6446 and ask for the
Central lllinois Parrot Head rate. For
more information, visit www.ciphc.org.

Key West Phest

This info comes from Heidi Grumblatt of
the Presque Isle PHC. It sounds like a
BLAST!

“We hope to see thousands of our Parrot
Head friends this year at the Third An-
nual Key West Phest in Erie, PA on July
21 and 22. We have a GREAT event
planned this year! The admission is FREE
(Editor’s note: My favorite price.) and we
are selling Preferred Parking spaces
again...”

“Already lined up for this year's event are
Club Trini, the Peter Mayer Group, Sunny
Jim, Key West Express and the Greenville
High School Steel Drum Band ...”

There will be many activities for the ‘keets
as well, plus local food vendors, tropical
attire vendors, and, ahem, “spirits”.

A Chinese auction will benefit the Ameri-
can Cancer Society and the Erie Zoo.

If you are interested in preferred parking,
it will cost $ 15 per day or $25 for a two-
day pass. Contact Debbie Hromyak at
814-864-0229 .

We're on the web! Visit www.parrotheadsinmichiana.org!



Parrot Heads in Michiana
Party With a Purpose!

The Parrot Heads in Michiana have joined together for great causes. That's right, the
newest club in Michiana is a bunch of Parrot Heads. What do they do, you may ask.
Well, Parrot Heads phlock together to perform charitable actions and raise money or
supplies for local organizations. This group is part of the national organization known
as Parrot Heads in Paradise.

They began in 1989 in Atlanta, and have grown to almost 200 clubs worldwide. Mem-
bers come from a variety of backgrounds, but they're all people who, through their
attraction to Jimmy Buffett's music also have a number of other interests in common,
the most important of which is the desire to give something back to the community in
which they live.

The local chapter, Parrot Heads in Michiana, began in October of 2004, and has grown

to over 100 members. Ifyou have an interest in Buffett music, helping your commu-
nity, and having a phun time, then this is the group for you!

president@parrotheadsinmichiana.org

President: Jan Caudell

Vice President: Karen Schweisberger
Secretary: Lillian Bert

Treasurer: Carey Bert

Social Director:
Member at Large:
Newsletter Editor:

Brian Sharkey
Jan Womack
Marianne Robben

vicepresident@parrotheadsinmichiana.org

secretary@parrotheadsinmichiana.org
treasurer@parrotheadsinmichiana.org

socialdirector@parrotheadsinmichiana.org

memberatlarge@parrotheadsinmichiana.org

State of the Phlock—2006

In the annals of PHIP history, the year 2005
will forever be known as the year the Parrot
Heads helped save Key West. One week
after Hurricane Wilma decimated the Flor-
ida Keys, closed the Casa Marina along with
many other hotels, and generally laid waste
to the city, the decision was made, after
much deliberation, to proceed with our
annual Meeting of the Minds as planned,
making changes and adjustments “on the
fly,” as necessary.

Armed with cash and credit cards, bent on
bolstering the local economy, approxi-
mately 4000 of our phlock descended on
Key West. Despite some inconveniences,
we “just stuck right to our task” ... We ate,
we drank, we bought souvenirs and gener-
ally “Partied With A Purpose,” much to the
delight of the local service establishments
and their employees. When the dust set-
tled, our raffle and the charity auction were
larger than ever, and the blood drive and
the Toys For Tots campaign were hugely
successful, as well. PHiP was even able to
present the city of Key West with a check
for $10,000 to aid in their recovery.

As always, we had a few chapters fall by
the wayside, but we've also added several
new chapters to the PHiP family already
this year, with more on the horizon. At this
writing, our organization stands at 212

chapters in the United States, Canada and
Australia ... 3 different countries, 46 states, 3
Canadian provinces and one U.S. Territory.
Our total membership increased by almost
7%, with a total of more than 25,294 dedi-
cated, fun-loving Parrot Heads within the
ranks. Again, it's apparent that the “Parrot
Head Nation” is not only alive and well, but
thriving.

Now, for the big news ... In 2005, Parrot
Head Clubs collectively raised for and/or
donated to charitable organizations a stag-
gering $2,705,115, representing a 22.8%
increase over last year! Additionally, chap-
ters worldwide donated more than
663,543 man-hours to philanthropic and
environmental activities, an astounding
64% increase over 2004!

And there’s more to the story! These num-
bers, while spectacular, do not include
those efforts which are not measured by
dollars or man-hours:

The tons of canned goods collected and
donated to local food banks across the
country; the hundreds of thousands of pop-
tops collected for and turned into money
by Ronald McDonald Houses throughout
the land; the thousands of new toys col-
lected and donated to Toys for Tots to pro-
vide Christmas for underprivileged children

editor@parrotheadsinmichiana.org

who otherwise would have nothing; the
thousands of critical items donated to lo-
cal animal shelters ... everything from food
and blankets to old newspapers and
leashes; the hundreds of gallons of blood
and plasma donated to save countless
lives across this great nation; the hundreds
of “care packages” sent to our soldiers in
Iraq.

I could go on and on, but the picture is
clear ... the good deeds that Parrot Heads
perform for the benefit of the community,
the environment, and our fellow man of-
ten cannot be measured in quantitative
terms, yet are so vital to the recipients and
should be a constant source of satisfaction
to each of us.

So, to each and every one of you, a heart-
felt THANK YOU for a job well done. You
are truly “Angels in Tropical Shirts” and
you should be very proud of yourselves
and your accomplishments.

Spring is here, summer is nigh and the

concert season is upon us ... Time to do
what we do best: Have fun and “Party
With A Purpose!”

Til next time, may all your dreams be tropi-
call
-Bob Heffelfinger



